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Enowing when io step in fo assist an aging parent is a wricky business, As one Northem
California woman can attest, it's an endeavor that requires both tact and courage—and
perhaps a leap of [aithan bath sicdes,

Even before her mothet—now 87—gave up deiving, the daughter had begun thinking of
haw to move her closer, She and her husband live on a hillside property in Somnoma
comprising four mostly undeveloped lots with stunning views of the valley. “She loved
her bowse, bul shé was very concerned about imposing on us,” the daughter recalls. =1
envisioned her living bere, but T had to wait for the idea to ripen.”

The plan took shape: a prgfab house down the hill from the couple's own home Though
her mother, a painer, was in good health, she'd had several falis and depended on
assistance from caregivers

Enter Jared Levy and Gardon Swor of GonnectHomes in Los Angeles. After spending six
years at Marmol Radziner Prelab, the architects have been exploting ways to improve
how modular homes are made, delivered, and installed. Their 1,600-square-foot twio-
bedroom, twe-balh Connect 3 model offered the best il “1 was Lirge encugh thar it el
like @ home and not 2 cabin in the woods,” Levy explains.

Working closely with the architects; the daughter fweaked the design to suit her
mother's tastes and needs, removing the covered entry deck to increase the size of the
open-plan lving room and opling lor drewall instead of an exposed metal ceiling. To
ensure accessibility, they eliminated all steps and incorporated features like a drawer
dishwasher, 3 walk-in toly, and an efficient laundey room. A second bedroom allords
space for a live-in Caregiver.

The house was completed it a third of the cost of a similarly equipped, conventionally
built homo-—about $165 per square foot delivered and installed, not including upgrades
and site cosrs. “And we got it done in about one-third the time,” Levy notes,

A year atter the project begamn, the mother walked her dog info the house, which was
farnished with a mix of objects from her former bonie and new pieces ohtained by
interion designer Meredith Retwolledo of Mafilsonry Napa Valley, "1t was.” says the
daughter, “just a homey place to live™

Most mommings. the mother gets up before dawn and goes o her deck towatch the sun
nse. "The floer plan makes cverything casy because it's so open,” she says. "Whatever 1
need seema 10 be right in front of me, And there's light everywhere—1 can see my
wrinkles better, but [ can also do my art better”

Her dnughlrr stops in I'I|rr|'.|.3l14.;||:|l the day to visit and m kecp an eyeon Ihi:lp; My
mam is the coolest lady—1 wanted her to be chose and comfortable.” She smiles, "She's
always wanted chlickens, 2o that's the next thing*



